Northwest Pinball Championships 2026

Official Tournament Rules

Updated July 2026

1. Overview

The Northwest Pinball Championships is a world-class pinball tournament open to players of all skill
levels and ages. It is a multi-day qualifying tournament followed by a day of finals. During qualifying,
players purchase cards to play games on tournament machines. Players may purchase as many cards as
they like. Each player's best score on each machine in their division is tracked in a computer and ranked
against all other competitors' scores on that machine. Players receive an aggregate of their machine
rankings to determine their overall qualifying position in their division. At the end of qualifying, a set
number of players are eligible for finals. The NWPC has several divisions of tournament play, each with

separate qualifying and finals treated as separate tournaments.

Divisions: Open, Open B, Classics, Classics B, Women's, Charity.

Participant Eligibility
The NWPC Participant Eligibility and Community Safety Policy applies to all participants. Refer to the

separate policy document for full details.




2. Event Schedule — August 27-30, 2026

Thursday, August 27
Time Activity
NOON —10:00 PM Qualifying open for ALL tournaments
Friday, August 28
Time Activity
NOON — 10:00 PM Qualifying open for Open, Classic, and Women's tournaments
NOON - 6:00 PM Qualifying open for Charity tournament

Saturday, August 29 — Qualifying

Time Activity

10:00 AM - 8:00 PM Qualifying open for Open tournament
10:00 AM — NOON Qualifying open for Classic tournament
After Women's finals end Qualifying open for Charity tournament

Saturday, August 29 — Finals

Time Activity

10:00 AM Doors open

10:10 AM Women's finals start on Women's bank

12:30 PM Classics finals start on Classics bank

3:00 PM TOP 8 Classic B Division — start of finals (in parallel with Classics semifinals)

8:30 PM Open finals start on Open bank for TOP 17-40



Sunday, August 30 — Qualifying

Time Activity

10:00 AM —2:00 PM Qualifying open for Charity tournament

Sunday, August 30 — Revenge Tournament

Time Activity
10:30 AM —-11:00 AM Registration
11:00 AM Tournament starts on Classic bank

Sunday, August 30 — Finals

Time Activity

8:30 AM Open finals restart on Open bank with Round of TOP 5-16 and following rounds
10:00 AM TOP 8 Open B Division — start of finals (in parallel with Open quarterfinals)
2:30 PM Charity finals start on Charity bank (but not before Open Top 4 starts)*

Important Notices

*Players are responsible to be present before their round starts or they will be DISQUALIFIED. No

check-in time and no alternates.

*If the event has not completed by Sunday MIDNIGHT, it will resume Monday morning at 10:00 AM.




3. Qualifying System

3.1 Card System

Players purchase qualifying cards for each division. Each card requires playing a specific number of
games from that division's machine bank. A player's best two cards submitted count toward their

qualifying ranking.

3.2 Qualifying Point Scale
Each player's best score on each machine is ranked against all other players. Points are awarded based

on position ranking:

® 1st place on a machine: 300 points (MAXIMUM)

® 2nd place: 290 points
® 3rd place: 285 points
® 4th place: 284 points and so on...

® Minimum: 1 point (players are never awarded zero)

The player's qualifying position is determined by their aggregate point total across all machines on their

best two cards.

Scoring Example (300-Point Scale)

If a player is ranked 1st on Machine A (300 pts), 5th on Machine B (283 pts), 12th on Machine C (276
pts), 3rd on Machine D (285 pts), and 8th on Machine E (280 pts), their total for that card would be:
300 + 283 + 276 + 285 + 280 = 1,424 points.

3.3 Machine Pick Rule (Finals)

For finals, a player cannot repeat the same machine pick across all rounds. The tournament director
tracks machine picks. Once a player has picked all available games, machine picks reset. All games and

positions are picked by the players at the beginning of each round for all 3 games in that round.



4. Division Rules

4.1 Open Division

The Open Division is the main event for players familiar with pinball — from casual players to
experienced competitors.
Qualifying

® 10+ games in this division

® Each qualifying card: 5 out of 10 games

® Best two cards submitted count toward qualifying ranking

Finals — Top 40 Qualifiers

Qualifying Advancement

Position

1st-4th Double bye — advance directly to Quarterfinals / Top 8
5th-16th Single bye — advance directly to Round of 16
17th—40th Play opening round

Format: Opening Round (17-40) - Second Round - Quarterfinals - Semifinals = Finals

Open B Division
® Top 8 players with an IFPA ranking of 1,500+ who did NOT qualify for the Top 40 Open Division

® Finals on Sunday at 10:00 AM (in parallel with Open quarterfinals)

4.2 Classics Division

The Classics Division is for all players interested in competing on classic electro-mechanical and early

solid-state pinball machines.

Qualifying

® 8 games in this division



® Each qualifying card: 4 out of 8 games

® Best two cards submitted count toward qualifying ranking

Finals — Top 40 Qualifiers

Qualifying Advancement

Position

1st—4th Double bye — advance directly to Quarterfinals / Top 8
5th-16th Single bye — advance directly to Round of 16
17th—40th Play opening round

Format: Opening Round (17—-40) - Second Round - Quarterfinals - Semifinals = Finals

Classics B Division

® Top 8 players with an IFPA ranking of 1,500+ who did NOT qualify for the Top 40 Classics
Division

® Finals on Saturday at 3:00 PM (in parallel with Classics semifinals)

4.3 Women's Division

The Women's Division enables female players to face off at a high level on a dedicated tournament to

promote women in pinball.
Qualifying
® 6 games in this division
® Each qualifying card: 4 out of 6 games

® Best two cards submitted count toward qualifying ranking

Finals — Top 8 Qualifiers

Format: Semifinals - Finals

Please refer to the IFPA Gender Inclusion Policy.



Shared Machine Bank

The Women's and Charity divisions share the same bank of machines. Please pay attention to the

schedule.

4.4 Charity Division

The Charity Division offers another opportunity for players wanting world ranking points and a chance to
contribute to the Project Pinball Charity, with 50% of earnings going to them. No cap for qualifying

players.

Qualifying
® 6 games in this division
® Each qualifying card: 5 out of 6 games

® Best two cards submitted count toward qualifying ranking

Finals — Top 24 Qualifiers

Qualifying Position Advancement
1st-8th Bye to Round of 16
9th—24th (16 players) Play-in round — 8 winners advance

Format: Play-in Round (9—-24) - Round of 16 (8 bye players + 8 play-in winners) - Semifinals = Finals

Shared Machine Bank

The Women's and Charity divisions share the same bank of machines. Please pay attention to the

schedule.




5. Sunday Classic Revenge Group Strike Tournament

Detail
Format
Player Limit
Entry Fee
Registration
Start Time
Awards

TGP

6. Cost to Play

Division
Open
Classics
Women's

Charity

Information

Group progressive 11-strike classic revenge tournament

48 players

$10 (anyone is welcome)

Opens at 10:30 AM, closes when full or 30 minutes after opening
11:00 AM on the Classic bank

Trophy for the winner; payout to Top 4

100% TGP tournament
Games per Card Card Price
5 out of 10+ $20
4 out of 8 $15
4 out of 6 $15
5outof6 $20

Tickets/cards are not refundable nor transferable. Plan accordingly.

7. Registration

® A S50 registration fee is required to play in any tournament (also required to use free entries).

® Maximum capacity: 160 players.

Pinhead Package — $125

Priority registration including:




* Registration fee

* 1 card for Open

* 1 card for Classic

* 1 card for Charity

* NWPC 2026 T-shirt

Pinhead Package registration opens: Saturday, June 13, 2026 at Noon Pacific.

o Standard registration opens: Saturday, June 20, 2026.
® Registration through an online ticketing website (see link on main page).

® Refund policy: 100% refund available by July 1, 2026. No refunds after July 1 — please notify

the organizers if you cannot attend.

® Players must have played one full game by Saturday at Noon to confirm their registration spot.
If a player has not played by Saturday at noon, organizers will attempt to contact them. If they
cannot confirm attendance, the spot is forfeited and the next player on the wait list is

contacted.

® [f you know you will be delayed, please contact the organizers.




8. Prize Package

"The payout percentages below are targets and can change at any point. Actual payout may be

rounded up or down at the discretion of the organizers."

8.1 Open Tournament Payout

Place Payout Award
1st 17.5% (+/- $2,000 in previous events) Trophy
2nd 13% Plaque
3rd 9.5% Plague
4th 7% Plaque
5th—8th 3.25% each —
9th-16th 2% each —
17th-28th 1.25% each —
29th—-40th 0.75% each —

8.2 Open B Division Payout

Place Payout Award
1st $200 Plague
2nd $100 Plague
3rd $60 Plaque
4th S40 Plague

8.3 Classics Tournament Payout



Place

1st

2nd

3rd

4th
5th—-8th
9th-16th
17th-28th

29th—-40th

Payout
17.5%

13%

9.5%

7%

3.25% each
2% each
1.25% each

0.75% each

8.4 Classics B Division Payout

Place
1st
2nd
3rd

4th

Payout
$200
$100
$60

$40

8.5 Women's Championship Payout

Place
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

5th—8th

Payout
27%
21%
14%
10%

7% each

8.6 Charity Tournament Payout

Award
Plaque
Plaque
Plaque

Plague

Award
Trophy
Plague
Plaque

Plaque

Award
Trophy
Plaque
Plaque

Plaque

Note: After 50% of the prize pool is removed for charity donation to Project Pinball.



Place Payout Award

1st 20% Trophy
2nd 16% Plaque
3rd 12% Plaque
4th 8% Plague
5th—8th 4% each —
9th—16th 2% each —
17th-24th 1.5% each —

8.7 Classic Revenge Strike Tournament Payout

Place Payout Award
1st 34% Trophy
2nd 28% —
3rd 21% —
4th 17% —

9. General Rules and Notes

® The rules for the NWPC are subject to change without notice.

® For finals, players are responsible to be present before their round starts or they will be

DISQUALIFIED. No check-in time and no alternates.

® |[f the event has not completed by Sunday midnight, it will resume Monday morning at 10:00

AM.

® All games and position shall be picked by the players at the beginning of each round for all 3

games in that round.

® Machine malfunctions and rulings are at the discretion of the tournament director.



